
LITTLE BASS LAKE 

LAKE IMPROVEMENT BOARD  

MEETING 

September 19, 2022 
_______________________________________________________ 

A meeting of the Little Bass Lake, Lake Improvement Board was held at the 
Montcalm County Drain Commission, 211 W. Main Street, Stanton, Michigan on the 19th

day of September 2022 at 4:00 P.M. 

The meeting was called to order by Todd at 4:05 p.m. 

PRESENT:  Joan Rusiecki, Belvidere Township Representative 
Margaret Weaver, Abutting Property Owner’s Representative 
Todd Sattler, Secretary/Montcalm County Drain Commissioner 

ABSENT:   Pat Carr, Board of Commissioner’s Representative 

ALSO 
PRESENT: Steve Zulinski, MLS – via phone 

Anne Gaylord, Montcalm County Drain Commission 
Mary Ann Zimmerman 
Sandy Gomes 
Carl & Kris Haywood 

A motion was made by Margaret and seconded by Joan to approve the agenda as 
presented. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Joan and seconded by Margaret to approve the minutes 
from July 21, 2022, as presented.  Motion carried. 

Vacant Seat 
Mary Ann Zimmerman introduced herself to the board. She has lived on the lake since 
2004 and has been approved by the township board to become the Belvidere Township 
Representative. Joan would also like to volunteer herself to take over the vacant chair 
position left by the resignation of Steve Wickencamp. 

A motion was made by Joan and seconded by Margaret to elect Mary Ann to the Little 
Bass Lake, Lake Improvement Board as the Belvidere Township Representative. Motion 
carried. 

A motion was made by Margaret and seconded by Mary Ann to elect Joan Rusiecki to the 
position of chairperson for the Little Bass Lake, Lake Improvement Board. Motion 
carried. 



Financial Update 
Todd provided a financial update to the board, including the current balance of 
$16,949.93 and the fish stocking balance of $2,000. The board discussed lowering the 
assessment for the 2022 tax roll, but decided to continue to spread the full amount of 
$7,835.00 to ensure they are able to cover any possible price increases. 

Treatment Update 
There have been no treatments completed since the last meeting as the lake looks very 
nice and doesn’t have a ton of weeds to treat. The lily pads are an area of concern, but 
Steve advised that they are just about to start the lily pad treatments for the season. He 
plans to complete another survey in the next week, or so. Joan asked if she could ride 
along for the survey and Steve said she could. Anne it to get Steve’s contact info to Joan 
and vice versa. Residents on the north side of the lake are having trouble with chara and 
are having difficulty getting their boats in and out of the water. Steve told the residents to 
contact him as soon as possible when issues like this come up so he can get out there and 
take care of them.  

Fish Stocking 
The lake is on a waiting list for fish stocking to help with the swimmer’s itch. Joan asked 
if there were any fish other than the red ear sunfish that can help with the swimmer’s itch. 
Steve said as far as he knows, that’s the only kind of fish that helps. Steve is going to 
provide contact information for Stoney Creek to Joan. 

Harvesting 
The weed razor that Steve W bought last year was returned to the lake residents but needs 
a boat and someone who knows how to use it to be able to work. Joan contacted PLM 
regarding harvesting, and they said they did not want to proceed as that is only a 
temporary fix. 

Other Business 

The run-off on the lake has a lot of erosion and is causing issues. Margaret wanted to 
know if funds can be used to fix the run-off. Todd said we cannot assist with that as it 
falls under the lake level and not the weed control program. He advised that they could 
fund it privately or go through the steps to create a legal lake level. Margaret added that 
the culvert near the run-off is completely blocked. Todd advised that it is the 
homeowner’s issue to replace the culvert under his driveway.  

Public Comment 

Sandy asked about the 17k balance and whether the assessment can be lowered for next 
year. Todd advised that they are holding more than the recommended two year’s balance 
and could easily roll back and be okay. Joan and Margaret wanted to keep the assessment 
where it is. 

There being no further business to come before the Lake Board, a motion was made by 
Margaret and seconded by Joan to adjourn the meeting at 5:15 p.m. Motion carried. 














